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't Wanted To Give My Life
To Help Humanity Advance’

By Sally Aan Mewart
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In 194}, the U.S. governmen.
bought the house from Seattergood
ams Congress passed a law allowing
the two women 1o live In their home
unlil the last one dies, when the prop-
erty will be used by the government.
The CIA maved in next door in 194}
and Thorne died in the late-1950s,
Scattergood said.

Scattergovd began her career in
politicat and social reform during an
era when most women were limited
to accepling housewife and maother
roles.

When she graduated from Bryn
Mawein 1917 at the age of 23, Scalter-
good went to work for the American
Frierds Service Commiliee in Mar-
ewl-1e-Port, France, helping re-set-
tle wine growers who fled the Ger-
maao iavasion of World Var 1. After
the war ended, Le farmers relurned
to their destroysd land to rebuild
Uheir vineyards,

Al their bosnes were gone and
they were living in cellars,” Scatter-
good' remember=d. Sy the men in
the American Friends Service Com-
mittee worked to build houses, ar
we women opened a store where we
sold the French peasants supplies
they needed for bzlow cost. This is
where we 30ld beds and materials fur
makinz bedding and clothing and
other things they needed.”

That was befors women In the US.
secured the right to vote but Scatter-
good sa1d she naver considered her-
self 2 women’s liberation pioneer.

33

1 never thought about woemen's
rights and that didn't influvence me,”
she said. *'I"'in Quoker and 1 simply

wanted to give my life ln some way to
help humanily advance.”

Wheo Scattergoud returned to the
U.S. in 1926, she volunteered to work
for the American Federation of La-
bor in Washington. A year later, she
became an employee of the first Ja-
borunion’s research staff.

**The research service for trade
unjons enabled them to know fmpos-
tant facts about the industry in which
they were engaged,” Scattergood
said. “"When collective bargaining
took place, unjon members could use
those (acts to their bargaining ad-
vantage and {t.meant that the people
who worked had a chance (o enjoy
the benefity and that the profils could
be equitably divided.” N

Scatteryood's father was a textile
dye manulacturer in Chester, Pa.,
who opposed Jabor unions as firmly
as his daughter supported them. But
that didn't sway her from devoting 25
years o the AFL befure it merged

. with the Congress of Industrial Orga-
nizations and hecame the AFL-CI0.

*Qh, my father hated labor unioas,
Just hated them,” she said. “But
went to coliege amt made my mind
up for myself.” . )

Scattergowd said she realizes that
corcupuon breeds at the top level of

- union management, but believes

A

ds S;evvlco Committes

that cnion benelils outweigh the dis-
advantagss.

delivery truck.

Margaret Scattergood, seated at centor, and friends take a
broaa trom their work In Mareull, France.

“Union officials certainly are no
different from other human belngs,”
Scattergond sald. “There's corrup-
ticn ia the unions just like there's
corruuiion ia government. Even re-
Bargizss of that, Labor uaions do rep-
rezent 2 great budy of Americans
who, without fabor unions, would
have to accept the cunditions their
empwyersgavethem.”

Once. during the early riot- and
strixaridden years of union organiz-
lng, Scatter; recalled, she was
Lﬂ'(?n} on the telephone to a local
union leader whe waated advice on
an upcoming collective bargainins
session. Scaltergoud told the local
union lzader to cosperate as much as
possibls with the empluyer, and then
égo AFL officer passed by her office

r.

“I asked the man vn the phone to
hold on and I asked the officer, "It is
true, isn't it, thit we cooperate with
smproyers?” And he answered, ‘only
whea they beatitoutofus.” "

Scattergood retired from the AFL
in 1952, after 25 years. Since then,
most of her time has been spent trav-
elinz through Europe, continuing to
aid the American Friends Service
Committee, and working for a
MceLean racial unity organization,
Neighbors for a Better Community.

Al B7, Margaret Scattergood isn't
about to give up. She spends four
hours every day with her personal
secr=tary compiling her memoirs,

and her afternoons are reserved for

Sudying international affairs.

*I'm particularly interested now in
ayxiding World War LI Scatter-
goud said. I think it i3 passible. I'm
buping to find ways I can help in de-

veloping n2gotialinns between na.
tons to replace war. Collzctive bar-
gainin g betw=en natons is really the
only taing that mak=s »nse.”

Tecrricaly, Scaltergoud's house
and land t2isng to the Government
Services Administration. A GSA
spukesmansaid theesare no plansto
turn e property »dvr to the ClA, ale
» JgeNCy oniid 2ain owger.

oo Soatteryaad's death.

The CIA Is in the 2urly stages of
ﬂ:nnln_( its future expansion, and

ila Richards, pres.dent of the Fair-
fax County Federation of Citizens
Asscciations, said three CIA plan-
ners presented preliminary plans at
a November federation meeting.

“Heur (Scattergood's) house would
not b2 affected but there might be a
visual impact,” Richards said.
“They showed us ariaé photographs,
and the new building is going to b=
betwesn the existing building and
Maryaret's house.”

The ClA expansion plans catt for a
seven-story, one-niilhon-sguare-foot
buildinyg te be constructed on the
agency’s property next dvor to Scat.
tergocd’s home of almost 30 years.
CIA spokeswoman Kathy Pherson
said the new building will not be visi-
ble frum Scatlergood's property.

“apparently, there is nothing in
the plan that would intrude on her
view," Pherson said. *“But this is al}
in the preliminary stages. We
haven't secured the ¥undlng for the
project or hired an architect,”

Pherson said the C1A wili presenta
formal prefiminary plan to the Na-
tional Capital Planning Commission
during the first week of January, al-
ter which Congress will be asked to
appropriate the builid:ng funds.
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